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Register results 


The following regulations or standards have beenissued by Federal agencies. They have all previously 


been summarized in CONSUMER REGISTER as proposals. The extent of consumer comment is reported when 
such information is available. 


@ Food & Drug Administration (FDA) has issued a new safety standard to protect consumers from 
unnecessary exposure to radiation from laser products. Standard becomes effective in August 1976 & estab- 
lishes 4 classes (depending on intensity) of laser products & specifies safety features & warnings for those 
products that can be harmful. This is the first standard that FDA has issued that will require warning 
labels to be reproduced in catalogs & that will specify symbols & colors to be used with warning statements. 
Most of these statements warn against looking directly into the laser beam. Lasers & laser devices are 


used in classrooms, alarm systems, surgery, construction, fingerprint identification & reading coded labels 
on groceries. 


Details—Federal Register: July 31, page 32252; Sept. 4, 1974, page 32094; Dec. 10, 1973, page 34093. 
CONSUMER REGISTER: Feb. 1, 1974. 


@ Effective April 26, 1976, Health, Education & Welfare Dept. (HEW) will set maximum allowable 
costs (MAC) for payment for selected prescribed drugs—plus dispensing fee—in the government’s Medicaid 
program. HEW received 150 comments on the proposal, mostly from state Medicaid agencies, pharmacy 
associations & individual pharmacies. Details—Federal Register: Aug. 15, page 34516; Nov. 27, 1974, 


page 41480; Nov. 15, 1974, page 40302. CONSUMER REGISTER: Dec. 15, 1974. 


TV ads for children (continued) 


Sept. 8 is Federal Trade Commission’s (FTC) new 
deadline for comments on 2 items dealing with advertising 
of children’s premiums on television. The items are: (1) 
A paper entitled “Advertising of Children’s Premiums on 
Television: An Experimental Evaluation of the FTC’s Pro- 
posed Guide” & (2) “Proposed Standards for Advertising 
Premiums on Children’s Television.” 


Details—Federal Register: Aug. 12, page 33832; July 7, 
page 28489. CONSUMER REGISTER: Aug. 1. Send comments 
to Division of Special Projects, Federal Trade Commis- 
sion, Washington, DC 20580. 


Household movers 


Sept. 8 is deadline for comments on Interstate Com- 
merce Commission’s (ICC) proposal to prohibit household 
movers from charging consumers full freight charges on 
household goods shipments that are either totally or 
“substantially” lost or destroyed in transit. 


If the household goods are substantially lost or de- 
stroyed—10% or more loss or destruction is considered 
“substantial”—ICC is proposing that consumers pay 
shipping charges only on the basis of the weight of the 
household goods delivered in good condition. 


Details—Federal Register: July 23, page 30889; June 25, 
page 26704. Send comments to Secretary, Interstate Com- 
merce Commission, Washington, DC 20423. 


Drinking water 


Sept. 15 is deadline for comments on Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to establish national 
standards for drinking water. This proposal sets maximum 
contaminant levels for chemicals & sediments. 


Proposal emphasizes the role of the states & Federal 
Government in implementing the water standards. States 
& Federal Government may grant variances & exemp- 
tions from drinking water standards in certain cases. 


Details—Federal Register: Aug. 7, page 33228; March 14, 
page 11989. CONSUMER REGISTER: April 15. Send com- 
ments to Office of Water Supply (WH-450). Environ- 
mental Protection Agency, Washington, DC 20460, 
Attention: Comment Clerk, Drinking Water Standards 
Implementation & Grant Regulations. 


Wine 


Sept. 17 is deadline for comments on Treasury Dept.’s 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms’ (ATF) proposal 
to require states that grow fruit or other agricultural 
products for wine to label the wine indicating the precise 
area where the products are grown. 


Purpose of proposed regulation is to end confusion 
among consumers on the meaning of geographical names 
& areas. Regulations would apply to both domestic & 
foreign wines. 

When a wine production area is identified by a state 
or a foreign country—called an “appellation of origin” or 
“viticultural area’—no other geographic designations 
would be permitted by ATF. For example, an area such 
as “Napa Valley” (California) would have precise geo- 
graphical boundaries defined by California. Wine that is 
produced within those boundaries could be labeled “Napa 
Valley.” If the boundaries of production area are not de- 
fined, wine could only be labeled “California” wine. Also, 
unless an area is precisely defined, name of the county 
or “American” would have to be used. ; 
Details—Federal Register: July 17, page 30117; Aug. 13, 
page 33982. Send comments to Director, Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms, Washington, DC 20226. 


Drug uniformity (continued) 


Sept. 19 is new deadline for comments on Food & 
Drug Administration’s (FDA) proposal to insure that dif- 
ferent brands of the same drug can be used safely. 
Details—Federal Register: Aug. 15, page 34406; June 20, 
page 26142. CONSUMER REGISTER: July 15. Send comments 
to Hearing Clerk, Food & Drug Administration, 5600 
Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. 





Catalytic converters 


Beginning Sept. 22, Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) will require the installation of new catalysts, or 
catalytic converters (pollution control devices), in all 
1975 & 1976 model cars re-entering the U.S. from countries 
other than Canada or Mexico. These are the only foreign 
countries where unleaded gasoline is generally available— 
cars with catalytic converters for auto emission control 
require unleaded gasoline. 


When catalyst-equipped cars are driven in countries 
where unleaded gasoline is usually not available, the 
leaded gas makes the catalyst ineffective. Without an 
effective catalyst, the car’s exhaust system emission ex- 
ceeds Federal standards. 


Details—Federal Register: June 30, page 27448; Nov. 12, 
1974, page 39982. CONSUMER REGISTER: Dec. 1, 1974. 


Water heaters 


Sept. 29 is deadline for comments on Commerce 
Dept.’s proposal to issue a voluntary energy conservation 
specification for water heaters. 


Proposed specification describes procedures for test- 
ing & labeling water heaters & contains instructions for 
participation by manufacturers in the Voluntary Labeling 
Program for Household Appliances & Equipment to Effect 
Energy Conservation. 


Labels will tell how much energy a water heater uses 
under a variety of conditions & the cost of energy per 
year. 


Details—Federal Register: Aug. 14, page 34172. Send 
comments to Assistant Secretary for Science & Tech- 
nology, Commerce Dept., Washington, DC 20230. 


DES 


Effective Oct. 3 (or earlier, if labels become avail- 
able), Food & Drug Administration (FDA) will require 
that the following additional warning appear on the labels 
of the hormone diethylstilbestrol (DES): 

“Vaginal adenosis has been reported in 30% to 90% 
of postpubertal girls & young women whose mothers re- 
ceived DES or a closely related congener during preg- 
nancy. This condition was found most frequently in those 
cases where DES had been given in early pregnancy (first 
12 weeks). The significance of this finding with respect to 
potential for development of vaginal adenocarcinoma is 
unknown. Periodic examination of such patients is recom- 
mended.” [Vaginal adenosis” is an abnormal change in 
the cellular structure of the vagina; “adenocarcinoma” is 
cancer. } 


DES is used to correct estrogen deficiencies—such as 


menstrual problems—as well as other conditions. Present 
labels warn against taking DES during pregnancy be- 
cause of a “statistically significant association between 
maternal ingestion during pregnancy of DES & the occur- 
rence of vaginal carcinoma—cancer—in the offspring.” 


FDA has already approved labeling & packaging 
changes for DES when it is used as a “morning after” 
contraceptive (Consumer Register: Oct. 15, 1973, & March 
1, 1975). 


Details—Federal Register: Aug. 4, page 32773. 


Airport noise 


Jan. 1, 1976, is deadline for comments on Federal 
Aviation Administration’s (FAA) program to reduce noise 
at airports. 


Before developing a national policy on control of 
airport noise, FAA would like to hear from consumers & 
the aviation industry on the following policy possibilities: 

@ Let airport operators impose any restrictions they 
want on the use (which affects noise levels) of their air- 
ports as long as there is no conflict between those re- 
strictions & existing Federal responsibilities. 

@ Have FAA develop a Federal program to regulate 
noise at individual airports. (Although this option would 
be comprehensive & uniform, it would take a long time to 
put it into effect, & in the meantime, there might be more 
airport noise than ever.) 

® Require public airport operators to prepare a local 
noise abatement plan & submit it to FAA for review & 
approval. (While this might result in plans being tailored 
to more nearly reflect local needs & still be reasonably 
uniform, the process could be cumbersome.) 

@ Continue present policy through development of 
technology & noise abatement procedures. Local airport 
operators would have responsibility for developing & im- 
plementing airport restrictions, but FAA would take ac- 
tion in certain cases. 


In commenting on the above policy options, FAA 
would like to hear from consumers & others on such mat- 
ters as: (1) What benefits can be expected from airport 
use restrictions? Restrictions might include curfews or 
banning jet or other planes that do not meet Federal 
noise standards. (2) How much will it cost to implement 
the restrictions? (3) What other types of restrictions 
should be considered ? 


To obtain a full copy of FAA’s notice, write to Office 
of Environmental Quality, Federal Aviation Administra- 


tion, AEQ-100, 800 Independence Ave. SW, Washington, 
DC 20591. 


Details—Federal Register: July 9, page 28844; Feb. 19, 
1974, page 6142. CONSUMER REGISTER: April 15, 1974. Send 
comments Associate Administrator for Policy Development 
& Review, Federal Aviation Administration, 890 Inde- 
pendence Ave. SW, Washington, DC 20591. 


This listing, prepared by Marion Q. Ciaccio, is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal 
Register items deemed of particular interest to consumers, & it does not affect the legal status or effect of any 
document required or authorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of Federal Register Act as amended, 44 
U.S.C. 1505, Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by 
Office of the Federal Register, National Archives & Records Service, General Services Administration. Sub- 
scription is $5 a month or $45 a year & may be ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington, DC 20402. Superintendent also selis copies of Federal Register for 75¢ each. Free copies 


of Federal Register may be available in libraries. 





For you Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 

These forms are for you CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
to use, if you wish, in com- This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) _ 
menting on any Federal by (name of agency) 
agency proposal summarized 
in CONSUMER REGISTER. Of 
course, if you cannot get 
your comments on the front 
& back of a form, feel free 
to continue your comments on 
additional paper. 

Send comment forms to 
addresses listed in the sum- 
maries. 

CONSUMER NEWS is pub- 
lishing these forms in co- 
operation with Food & Drug 
Administration (FDA). 


published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 


e Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
Rate Register CONSUMER REGISTER item. 7 


This is my opinion itl in Consu! REG 
Planes y opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 


by (name of agency) 


@ On Aug. 19, Transportation 
Dept., Federal Energy Administra- published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 
tion (FEA) & Council on Wage & 
Price Stability (CWPS) asked / : 


Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) to 
let the nation’s airlines pass along 
fuel cost increases to consumers to 
give airlines relief from higher 
fuel costs resulting from the Aug. 
31 decontrol of crude oil prices. 
These agencies estimated this 
would result in an increase of about 
3% in domestic air fares; proposed 
rule changes would be temporary. 


Consumers may comment on 
the request of the 3 agencies by 
writing—as soon as_ possible—to 
the Office of the Consumer Ad- 
vocate, Civil Aeronautics Board, 
Washington, DC 20428. 


@ United Airlines, Western ; : 
Airlines & Hughes Airwest have Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
asked Civil Aeronautics Board CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
(CAB) for permission to offer for- 
eign visitors a new bargain fare 
while flying within the U.S. The by (name of agency) 
tourist’s trip would have to origi- published in Federal Register on (date) 
nate in a country at least 100 miles 
(1609 kilometers) beyond conti- — 
nental U.S. Traveler would have to 
buy his ticket no later than 7 days 
after reaching the U.S. 

Other provisions: Travel would 
have to begin no more than 15 
days after arrival in the U.S. & 
could last no more than 90 days. 
Travelers could not fly between 2 
p.m. & midnight on Fridays & 
Sundays. New fare, if approved, 
would become effective Sept. 6 & 

(continued next page) 


This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 


on (page) 


Sept. 1, 1975 





Rate Register 


(continued) 


expire Nov. 30, 1976. It would cost 
$330 & could include 7 stopovers. 
Children’s fare would be $230. 


@ On Aug. 15, Trans World 
Airlines (TWA) asked Civil Aero- 
nautics Board (CAB) to approve a 
5% domestic fare increase, to be- 
come effective Oct. 1. TWA cited 
rising fuel prices & other costs as 
reasons for asking for the increase. 
Also on Aug, 15, Frontier Airlines 
& Continental Airlines asked for 
3.5% increases in fares, 


@ On Aug. 12, Braniff Airways 
asked Civil Aeronautics Board 
(CAB) to approve a 3.5% increase 
in all domestic passenger fares, to 
become effective Sept. 15. Braniff 
says costs have increased in all 
operating areas, in addition to fuel 
increases. 


@ On Aug. 11, United Airlines 
proposed an “all purpose” excur- 
sion fare plan to become effective 
Feb. 1, 1976, if Civil Aeronautics 
Board (CAB) approves the request. 
Effective date would come just at 
the time United’s Bicentennial fare 
expires. This new plan would differ 
from the Bicentennial plan in sev- 
eral ways: (1) 30% discount fares 
(instead of the current 25% off- 
peak fares) would be available on 
many trips under 750 miles (1207 
kilometers); (2) fares would apply 
from mid-September to June, & 
there would be no weekend restric- 
tions; (3) tickets would have to be 
bought at least 14 days in advance, 
& the trips would have to last at 
least 7 but no more than 30 days. 








